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Electrical Charges 

• How do you tell if something is charged? 

 

It will be attracted to one type of charge and 
repelled by the other 



Electrical Charges 

• How do we know the charge type on a 
charged object? positive or negative? 

 

 

Positive is defined as the charge that glass will 
get if it’s rubbed.   

So, you have to compare it to glass or another 
charged object if you know its charge type. 



Electrical Charges 

If something attracts both kinds of tape, does it 
have a net charge? 

 

A. Yes, positive 

B. Yes, negative 

C. No 

D. Not enough information 
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Net Charge 



If a positively charged 
object were brought 
near the wall, it would 

A. attract it 

B. Repel it 

C. neither 
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Electrical Charges 
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Why are metals attracted to both types of charge? 



What moves? 

After rubbing the balloon 
on the sweater, the 
sweater has a positive 
charge because, 
A. Electrons moved to the 

balloon 
B. Protons moved to the 

balloon 
C. Electrons moved off of 

the balloon 
D. Protons moved off of 

the balloon. 
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Magnets 

In class, magnets strongly attracted 

A. Nail, paper clip 

B. Nail, Paper Clip and Aluminum rod 

C. PVC Pipe, plexiglass, glass 

D.  A and C 

E.  B and C 
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Magnets 

 
1.  Magnets are not due to electrical charges. 
 
2. Magnets always have a North pole and a South 
pole.  North attracts South and North repels North. 
 
3.  Students often confuse magnets with electric 
charges because they follow the basic rule of 
opposites attract and likes repel.  However, it's for 
different reasons.   
 
 



http://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulation/faraday


Which end of the compass is attracted to the 
Magnet? 

 

A. Same color 

B. Opposite Color 

C. Both 

D. Not attracted 
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